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CCARG- Getting Up and Running 

-  Started in Fall 2016 
 
-  Our Secret to Success 



Our Mission  

“	  To	  provide	  undergraduate	  students	  research	  
experience	  opportuni4es	  producing	  meaningful	  
climate	  change	  ac4on	  research	  “	  



Meaningful research… What does that 
mean? 

-  Applicable Data 

 

-  Project Examples 



CCARG can significantly advance sustainable 
initiatives at your institution 



  Data Drives Data 

	  	  



Projects Overview  



Survey Introduction 

The goal of this study is to help the administration in their decision-
making process for accomplishing sustainability and climate related 
goals with on-campus projects.  
 
-Climate Change Aptitude Survey  
-Implemented throughout March 2017 at Cal Poly 
-Reached over 700 students 
 
Explored their existing understandings, perceptions, and actions 
regarding climate change.  



Overview of Methods: 

●  Conducted survey in General Education classes 

 

●  Collected over 700 responses  

 

●  Responses were collected on a likert scale converted to numeric 



4.63 
Response at Cal Poly: 

A.  Climate Change, also 
known as “Global 
Warming,” refers to a 
rise in the average 
surface temperatures 
on Earth. I think that 
this is happening:	  



Self versus 
Peer Perceptions 
 
-Gap in internal vs. 
external perception 
 
-Can be leveraged to 
improve perception 
 
-Potential bias 





Variation based on colleges 

 
 



0.96 
Strong	  Posi+ve	  Correla+on	  

There	  is	  a	  strong	  correla/on	  between	  the	  distribu/on	  of	  sustainability	  courses	  offered	  to	  
students	  and	  their	  perceived	  seriousness	  of	  climate	  change.	  



Current Project: 
Zero Waste Collaboration 
●  Impact of our data 

 

●  Waste audits 

 

●  Universal recycling and landfill signs 



Upcoming Project: 
STARS 
●  Faculty collaboration 

 

●  Understanding of student knowledge and awareness 
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Information Flow 

Email us! ccarg@calpoly.edu  

-  Questions? 
-  Suggestions? 
-  Feedback? 

 

  



The Future 

What’s next for all of us? 



Thank You! 


