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CSUCI AS A TREE CAMPUS – 6 YEARS AND COUNTING
The Arbor Day Foundation named
CSU Channel Islands a first-time
recipient of its “Tree Campus USA”
designation in 2012. CSUCI
received formal recognition by
the Arbor Day Foundation on April
22, 2012 and was presented with a
plaque acknowledging the
campus for it’s excellence in
environmental stewardship. The
recognition honors CSUCI for its
dedication to forest management
and conservation and makes it
one of 150 institutions nationwide
to have earned recognition as a
Tree Campus. CSUCI was the first
in the 23-campus CSU system to
earn the title.

Campus Tree Advisory Committee
member Raudel Banuelos accepting
CSUCI’s Tree Campus USA recognition
plaque

OUR TREES HELP TO DEFINE OUR PERSONALITY

We see trees beyond their aesthetics - they provide shade, habitat, and are part of the CI personality.

OUR TREES HELP TO DEFINE OUR PERSONALITY

Having such an abundance of trees in the midst of an otherwise rural area gives CSUCI it’s unique charm.

WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE A “TREE CAMPUS”?
The Arbor Day Foundation’s “Tree Campus USA” program recognizes
college and university campuses that:


Effectively manage their campus trees.



Develop connectivity with the community beyond campus borders to foster healthy,
urban forests.



Strive to engage their student population by utilizing service-learning opportunities
centered on campus- and community-wide forestry efforts.

Colleges and universities across the United States can be recognized as
a Tree Campus by meeting five standards developed to promote
healthy trees and student involvement:
1. Campus Tree Advisory Committee
2. Campus Tree Care Plan
3. Campus Tree Program with Dedicated Annual Expenditures
4. Arbor Day Observance
5. Service Learning Project

STANDARD ONE – CAMPUS TREE ADVISORY COMMITTEE
The CSUCI Campus Tree Advisory Committee was established on
October 1st, 2012. Some committee members differ from year to year.
The current committee is comprised as follows:
 Student: Lisa Noriega, Sustainability Student Assistant
 Faculty: Ruben Alarcon, Assistant Professor of Biology
 Facility Management:
• Coleen Barsley, Sustainability and Operations Analyst
• Raudel Banuelos, Associate Dir. Building & Grounds
• Ricky Medrano, CSUCI Gardening Specialist
• Jason Hughes, Grounds Manager
 Community: John Fleming, Arborist at Greene Tree Care

STANDARD TWO – CAMPUS TREE CARE PLAN
CSUCI created and
implemented it’s Urban
Forest Management
Plan in 2012 to enhance
the quality of life of the
campus community by
promoting safety,
sustainability and
aesthetics in the urban
forest. The primary
mission of this plan is to
provide a studentcentered environment
for research, education,
and recreation through
responsible urban forest
stewardship.

STANDARD THREE - CAMPUS TREE PROGRAM WITH
DEDICATED ANNUAL EXPENDITURES
Annual expenditures on tree planting and maintenance
at CSUCI vary from year to year depending on multiple
factors, including pruning needs, disease, structure and
foundation damage, and various unforeseen
circumstances.
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STANDARD THREE - CAMPUS TREE PROGRAM WITH
DEDICATED ANNUAL EXPENDITURES
Tree Planting and Initial Care Costs
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CSUCI prioritizes the
health and vitality of
native trees and
therefore makes sure to
allocate ample funds to
their upkeep and
maintenance.
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Campus Tree Management Costs
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STANDARD FOUR – ARBOR DAY OBSERVANCE
CSUCI holds an Arbor Day
event every year, usually
overlapping with campus
Earth Day celebrations.
Arbor Day observance
events include activities
such as tree planting,
recognition of tree board
members, tree/sustainability
trivia tree giveaway,
campus tree tours, treethemed food and
beverages, tabling
opportunities for various
sustainability-centered
clubs, musical
performances, and campus
tree fact tables and
presentations.

STANDARD FIVE – SERVICE LEARNING PROJECT
In 2012, CSUCI implemented a
coastal clean-up project to
remove trash and hazardous
debris from Long Grade Creek.
This project, which is expected to
be completed by 2018, allows
students to volunteer and learn
through CSUCI staff about the
importance of keeping our
waterways clean and the effects
human waste can have on our
environment. The Long Grade
Creek Restoration Project is
largely comprised of native treeplanting, which allows students
to learn about the native plants
of our ecosystem while obtaining
service learning credits.

FACING CHALLENGES – CALIFORNIA’S DROUGHT


Many trees on campus have been here for decades and face agerelated health challenges



Some trees have become diseased and stressed due to the drought
in recent years



Our tree abundance limits our ability to let our lawns “go brown” by
halting irrigation



Maintaining the balance of keeping our trees flourishing and
abundant while also conserving water as much as possible can be
difficult

One of our challenges is finding innovative
ways to stay mindful of the drought while still
maintaining our Tree Campus USA status
year after year.

How do we address this
dynamic?

July 3, 2018

ADDRESSING CHALLENGES – MINDFUL WATER USAGE


Our water conservation efforts continue to
improve compared to our 2013 baseline



Camrosa Water District’s Water Reclamation
facility adjacent to our campus provides us
with tertiary-treated wastewater for irrigation



Signage about water conservation around
campus and in restrooms



Water-efficient / waterless fixtures in all
campus restrooms and kitchens

ADDRESSING CHALLENGES – MINDFUL WATER USAGE


Planting native, drought-tolerant
plants in landscaping to replace
irrigated turf



Water meters used for all
buildings on campus and in
University Glen



Meters are checked daily via
Water Scope to catch and
address leaks or other abuse of
water infrastructure

Drought-tolerant Pollinator Garden on Sierra Hall patio

November 2015
Turf conversion & implementation of
native/drought-tolerant plants

July 2016

