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Mission:
The UC-wide Carbon Neutrality 
Initiative (CNI) commits the entire UC 
system to net zero greenhouse gas 
emissions from its building and vehicle 
fleets by 2025. The University of 
California Santa Barbara Student 
Outreach and Engagement Fellow 
helped engage the campus community 
in the initiative through the forming 
coalitions with other student 
organizations, hosting virtual events, 
and creating interactive experiences 
and visuals.

Partnerships:
The Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation— I worked with them to create a meaningful 
dialogue around historical and modern hardships faced by Indigenous communities, as well 
as revitalization efforts towards food sovereignty and cultural growth.
UCSB AIIC— I worked with AIIC on the Gather described above, and they helped facilitate a 
connection between UCSB students and the local Chumash community. Through their work, 
we were able to have a powerful conversation that held the University and other modern 
institutions accountable for stealing Indigenous land and ignoring an entire culture.
‘Gather’ Documentary Organization/Nephi Craig— Nephi is an Indigenous chef who spoke at 
the Gather event mentioned above. He taught our community about what it’s like to bring 
power back into a culture that has been suppressed for centuries, using food as a main tool.
Cool Block—I participated in the Cool Block experience in which my team and I went through 
8 topics over the course of 6 months. Through each topic, we learned about our impact on 
the environment and what we can do to minimize it. Throughout the experience, I would 
frequently write a Cool Block article for the UCSB Sustainability Newsletter that encapsulated 
what the Cool Block teams had accomplished and struggled with. These newsletters helped 
raise awareness about Cool Blocks and gave non-participating students a taste of what it was 
like to be on the Cool Block team.
Ecoalition—I went to monthly meetings with all of the other environmental student 
organizations in which we would talk about our work, hear about other environmental 
initiatives on campus, and see where we could form partnerships & collaborate.
Environmental Affairs Board—I participated in the Isla Vista Earth Day on behalf of the 
Carbon Neutrality Initiative, in which I had open conversations with other environmental 
organizations to see where we could collaborate and support each other.
CNI Action Fellows—I put on a CNI seminar with the other two CNI action fellows in which I 
explained what CNI’s objectives are and how we are achieving them, and the action fellows 
described how their projects are aiding CNI’s goals.

Role:
As a CNI Outreach and Engagement Fellow, it was my responsibility to increase awareness 
and engagement in the UC-wide Carbon Neutrality Initiative within the UCSB community. 
This included forming strong, lasting relationships with other student environmental 
organizations on campus, in which I learned about their initiatives, provided them with 
information about CNI, and found ways in which we could collaborate and support each 
other’s efforts. I took part in a few projects, which included: participating in Cool Block [a 
program that helps create a community-oriented approach to mitigate climate change],  
writing articles about my Cool Block experience for the UCSB Sustainability Newsletter,  
putting on a CNI Seminar [the other CNI fellows and I talked to the community about the 
Carbon Neutrality Initiative as a whole, as well as how our projects aid the UC system in the 
process], participating in Isla Vista Earth Day [I talked with other students and student 
organizations about the Carbon Neutrality Initiative and explored ways in which we could 
collaborate], and the ‘Gather’ Discussion [After providing participants with a link to watch 
‘Gather,’ I put on a community-wide conversation with a discussion panel consisting of local 
Chumash members, Indigenous students, and one of the stars of the film. We talked about 
the documentary itself as well as the problems, and powers, that it portrays. 

After My Fellowship:
After my fellowship I will be going into my senior year at UCSB, where I will be writing a senior thesis on something that encapsulates 
communication channels between Indigenous communities and university systems, food sovereignty, and environmental justice. As you can 
see, I’m not quite sure about the topic yet but I’m beyond excited to get started! After graduation, I will be taking a year or two to do Teach For 
America, WWOOFing, or any other program that focuses on farming or outdoor environmental education for children!
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