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Match:  which one is compostable, 
which one is biodegradable? 

A. Breaks down to biomass with no toxic residue, 
within one to four months. 
B. Can disintegrate by biological means. 





What are some source materials 
used in “compostable” plastic? 

Check all that apply: 
A. Potato Starch 

B. Petroleum 
C. Manure 



True of False?  Portland’s business 
compost program processes more 
commercial compostable food 
service products than any other 
U.S. city. 



Common misconceptions 

Compostable plastics are suitable for all industrial 
composting operations. 
Fact: The standard for compostability (ASTM 6400) 
is based on complete biodegradation within 180 
days under active composting conditions. 
However, many industrial composters finish their 
active composting process between 60 and 90 
days, or less.  

From Focus on “Biobased,” “Biodegradable,” & “Compostable” Plastics, 
Dept of Ecology, State of Washington, August 2014 



Common misconceptions 
Biobased plastics are always biodegradable, and 
fossil-based plastics are never biodegradable or 
compostable. 
Fact: Whether a material can biodegrade or be 
accepted at a compost facility does not depend on 
its origin (renewable or fossil). It depends on its 
chemical structure, if it can be a food source for 
bacteria, fungi, and algae in a set environment and 
timeframe, and if a composter will accept them. 



Life Cycle of Compostable Plastic Packaging 

From Design Smart Material Guide No. 9  - Australian Packaging Covenant 





Are these items compostable? 



What foods do Americans waste? 





What are some reasons you can’t 
use reusables at some restaurants? 



What are some reasons you can’t 
use reusables at some restaurants? 

110 pages 

113967. No employee shall commit 
any act that may cause the 
contamination or adulteration of food, 
food-contact surfaces, or utensils. 





Landfill bins 
per capita…? 



Fall 2014:  
Green Business Certification 

on Telegraph 



Green Business Certification- 
Goals 

•Train three student interns on the green 
business certification process 

•Certify five businesses in the Telegraph Business 
District through the Bay Area Green Business 
Program 

•Establish a working relationship with five 
restaurant owners and managers, creating local 
sustainability leaders 



Green Business Certification- 
Challenges 

•Small business owners overwhelmed by day-to-day 
operations 

•Chain managers + franchise owners difficult to access 

•Limited interest in committing to a long-term, multi-
step process 

•Business owners/managers frustrated with existing 
city sustainability rules and programs 



Reorienting 
towards 
Reusables 



Spring 2015: New Project Goals 

Certify businesses through Rethink Disposable 

•A less involved, shorter-term program 

•Directly addresses the waste stream 
generated by take-out food vendors 

•Still a multi-step process with some big “asks” 
from businesses 



Spring 2015: New Project Goals 

Organize an Earth Week on Telegraph campaign 
focused on reducing disposable packaging 

•Has a campus education component, involves both 
campus and merchants 

•Concrete, short-term “ask” for business owners 

•Opportunity to introduce reusable take-out ideas 
without requiring a long-term commitment 

•Requires follow-up to produce long-term results 



Earth Week 
On 

Telegraph 



Earth Week Overview 

• More successful when pitched to business 
owners, could get wider participation 

• Nine businesses offered “BYO” discounts or 
increased the size of their discount 

• Businesses advertised the event with signage 
explaining the benefits of reusable take-out 
packaging 



Earth Week Overview 



Earth Week Overview 
Able to generate student 
participation, student government 
resolutions, petitions, campus 
media notice 



Earth Week Overview 



• Businesses were responsive 
overall, though we still had 
difficulty reaching many 
large chains 

• Challenges: limited interest 
in creating long-term 
reusable discounts; 
difficulty making bags 
available by request only 

Earth Week Overview 



Moving 
Forward 



Future Projects 
Campus Outreach & Education 
•Conducted a waste audit of landfill bins on Sproul, 
and found that more than 40% of waste is food 
packaging that could be composted 

•Working on signage to inform campus community 
about compostable packaging items 

•Working on signage near Strawberry Creek to 
disincentivize littering 



Future Projects 
Campus Outreach & Education 

•Precycling Pop-Up this fall – social media 
education to support reusables 

•Waste Week?  Slow Trash? 

•Reusables for Charity? – looking at building 
outreach programs while supporting charities that 
matter to the community 



Future Projects 
Partnerships on Policy 
•Many California cities require all vendor packaging 
to be compostable or recyclable, but we only 
require 50% by volume 

•Currently no incentive for businesses to introduce 
reusable packaging systems 

•Working with campus groups, city, business district 
to push for a new foodware ordinance, brainstorm 
group buying options for business district 


