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1. Background  

2. Pilot Projects 

3. Workshop/Discussion 

4. Q&A 

5. Wrap up 

Agenda 
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• UC Berkeley Construction and Design Dept. 

• Why create a green building checklist? 
1. Many campus construction projects are renovations or upgrades – not 

LEED-eligible 

2. Incentivizing sustainability for projects of all types 

Background 
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LEED training & 
accreditation  

 

Leadership opportunity  
 

Work experience on green 
campus projects 

 

BS@C LEED Internship program 

Student Involvement 
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• Contacting Facilities, Construction & Design (or similar department) 

• Getting in touch with student orgs 

• Finding out existing policies on sustainability 

 

Beginning steps… 
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• Outline goals and sustainable features desired 

• Work with architects and project managers for advice/suggestions 

• Reference LEED, Build It Green, etc 

Next steps… 
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• Draft checklist 

• Develop suitable scoring system 

• Pilot projects 

• Revise 

 

Final Steps… 
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Progression of visual, interactive 
spreadsheets by BS@C 

First version 
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Second version 
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Third version 
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Fourth version 
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Results 
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• Pre-construction/Design, Construction, Post-Construction/Occupancy 
categories 

 

• Highlights objectives unique to UC Berkeley 

 

 

 

• Automatic point tally system integrated into spreadsheet 

Features 
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Hellman 
Tennis 
Center 

Cesar 
Chavez 
Center 

Simultaneously assess each project’s 
sustainable features as well as the 
Checklist’s ability to measure 
sustainability for a project 
 

GOALS 

These renovations were made with 
sustainability in mind, but no 
pursuit of LEED – still deserve 
recognition 
 

OPPORTUNITIES 

Pilot Projects - Campus Buildings 
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CHALLENGES 
• Assessing points from the Checklist that 

pertain to completed Design and Construction 
phases of the projects 

• Compiling needed material: Specifications and 
Construction Documents 

 

 

Pilot Projects - Campus Buildings 
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Interactive Session 
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Questions about scoring system, checklist format/organization, collaboration 
between students/staff, etc 

Q&A 
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• Collaboration between students, staff, and architects 
• STAFF who benefit from cost-effective projects and working with students 

• ARCHITECTS who can contribute their knowledge in green design 

• STUDENTS who receive a learning experience in LEED and green building, are 
creative and enthusiastic 

• A CAMPUS that benefits from sustainability at all levels 

• Piloting the project to examine its feasibility 
• The challenges and opportunities emerge and can be addressed 

• Establishing a new green standard for campus buildings to achieve 

Main takeaways 



19 

• Feedback from PMs 
• Optimistic about the project’s applications towards buildings in UC Berkeley 

• Wanted something simple and intuitive—would help them, but not create 
extra work 

• Next steps 
• Interns will work with PMs on using the checklist for projects of different sizes 

on the Berkeley campus 

• Creating the final format of the checklist to distribute for PM use 

Conclusion & Future Opportunities 
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Ellen Owens, UC Berkeley Construction & Design 

eowens@berkeley.edu 

 

Lydia Yiu, Building Sustainability @ Cal 

lydiayiu@berkeley.edu 

Thank you! 


